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DANCING IN  EARLY SOCIETY
In order to fully appreciate the function folk-dances served
in early societies and w:th a view to analyse the inotivation
behind the folk-dances of Maharashtra} it is advantageous .to
have some idea of dancing in general and the place it has
occupied in the life" of early peoples in particular.
The word 'dance1 brings before our mental horison certain
physical movements as its fundamental components. All move-
ments, however, are not dance; on the other  hand,  complete
negation of movement though for a small fraction of a moment,
at certain points, may form part of the dance.   But  generally
dance and   movement    go   together  and   there  is   nothing
wrong in saying that a prominent feature which strikes  most
effectively in a dance is the movement.    " Every movement
demands for its performance a degree of force,   a   measure  of
space, and a passage of time. When these three elements are
synchronised with perfect integration,the result is rhythmical"
It is this rhythmical element that must   permeate   all dance
movement. But to equate all rhythmic movement with   dance
is to widen its domain. Thus, for example, the undulations in
a crop-field caused by a gentle breeze  is  a   rhythmic  move-
ment; so is the breaking of waves in a lake or sea. We  have
therefore, to further qualify the statement by the addition of
the words l expressive of emotion.'     Even   this   qualification
does not restrict the province of dance   to   its  proper   limits
since it may include many forms of work, and hence  another
proviso c without work-motif ' becomes a necessity. So, dance
may be described as all rhythmic   movement, without   work-
motif, expressive of and prompted by emotion2.
1.    Fogerty E.,- Rhythm (1937), p, 19.
2.    See Sachs C,t World History of the dance, p. 6,
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